Legislative Proclamation
in Honor qf

THE MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT AND MILITARY REMAINS
OTTFICERS FOR THEIR EFTORTS 10 ENSURE HONORABLE
BURIALS FORALL MILITARY METERANGS.

Whereas, the men and women of the United States who have served in the military with honor and
distinction deserve to be buried with honor and respect as an acknowledgement of their selfless
service; and

Whereas, countless unclaimed remains of veterans have been forgotten and left on shelves and in
storage rooms of local and siate mortuaries, crematoriums and funeral homes in Arizona and across
the nation; and

Whereas, failure to provide these dedicated individuals the full honors of a military burial is a
disrespect to the tremendous sacrifice and service they have provided to our great nation; and

Whereas, the Missing in America Project is a nonprofit organization that seeks to locate, recover,
identify and inter the remains of veterans to ensure they receive the honorable recognition they
deserve; and

Whereas, the Missing in America Project has successfully identified and recovered the remains of
numerous veterans in Arizona and nationwide, honoring their military service and providing closure
Jfor surviving family members and friends; and

Whereas, designated members of the Missing in America Project who are known as Military Remains
Officers verify and inter the unclaimed remains of United States military veterans or veterans'
dependents; and

Whereas, the Legislature supports the naming by the Missing in America Project of an entity to act as
a Military Remains Officer in this state; and

Whereas, during an investigation and the subsequent verification process, Military Remains Officers
work with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, the United States Social Security
Administration, the county government offices and law enforcement organizations at the local, county
and state levels to determine the status of a veteran or a dependent of a veteran, and

Whereas, designated and appointed by the Missing in America Project to fulfill their respective duties,
Military Remains Officers receive no compensation for any work they perform in this capacity, and
they are true volunteers who are deserving of the highest praise for their efforts to identify and honor
the forgotten veterans of this nation.



Therefore, Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Arizona, the Senate
concurring: That the Members of the Legislature support the important work of the Missing in
America Project and recognize the dedication of the selfless volunteers who seek to ensure that all
veterans receive honorable burials.

Dated this 7th day of March, 2018
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Speaker of the House of Representatives
District 17
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State Representative
District 10




